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LATIN INSCRIPTIONS AT THE UNIVERSITY OF 

PENNSYLVANIA 



In Old Penn, XIII (April, 1915), pp. 873 ff., I published nineteen 
inscriptions belonging to the collection of the Latin Department 
of the University of Pennsylvania; see A. J. A, XIX, p. 481. 
Among them was the one shown in the accompanying illustration, 
which I thought contained the abbreviation Ga. (or possibly Ca.) 
for Gaia, although I remarked that such an abbreviation is 
unknown except in a few Faliscan inscriptions (see Deecke, Die 
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Figure 1. — Inscription in PHKiADELPHiA 

FaliskeVj Nos. 8.1, 8.2, 43.b.2), while a freedman without a cog- 
nomen is also very rare. 

Professor Dessau has suggested that Ga is a cognomen and he 
is unquestionably right, since with that correction the wording 
of the inscription becomes perfectly normal: Gains Pompeius Ga, 
the freedman of a woman. Pompeia Lais, freedwoman of 
Gains (Pompeius, dedicated this) to her patron. The cognomen 
Ga, Gaa, or Gaha is found no less than seven times in the sixth 
volume of the C7.L., as Professor Dessau has informed me, 
and it occurs eight times in the tenth volume, once in the dative 
form Gae (X. 5473). It is also duly listed in the Forcellini- 
DeVit Onomosticon. Nevertheless the inscriptions in which it 
occurs, although numerous, are of little prominence and com- 
paratively slight interest, and I had never met the name in 
the course of a somewhat extended reading. 
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Ga is certainly not a well known name. This, however, would 
offer little excuse for the error, which receives more justification 
from the very extraordinary arrangement of the inscription upon 
the stone. Professor Dessau suggests that the stonecutter 
forgot the cognomen and then (not having left room for it) 
added it at the beginning of the second line. If this were so, 
one would expect him to have separated Ga from the following 
Pompeia by at least a little space, especially since his peculiar 
arrangement of the name Pompeia Lais left him an abundance 
of room for that purpose. It seems more probable that he, too, 
mistook Ga for an abbreviation of the name Gaia, perhaps 
influenced by the parallelism of the preceding C. Pompeius. 
His arrangement of the rest of the inscription is still less explicable 
and I venture to suggest no reason for it. 

Two other inscriptions of the collection, besides those men- 
tioned in the A.J.A.y perhaps deserve special notice: (1) Plotius 
L.L. AcutuSj because the cognomen is incorrectly given as 
Acuius in B, Com. Rom, XXXIII (1905), p. 354, although the 
T is perfectly clear on the stone, as well as in a squeeze and a 
photograph; (2) A, Tetiius A. L. Malchio Teti A, L. Salvia^ 
because of the unusual order of the name of Aulus Tet(t)ius 
in the second part of the inscription; see Dessau, B. Com, 
Rom. 1913, p. 4 ff. and 0x6, Rh. Mus. 1904, p. 108. 

John C. Rolfe. 
University of Pennsylvania. 



